I
THE HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE:
AN OUTLINE
A.   FROM a.d. 330 TO THE FOURTH CRUSADE
I
the history of Byzantium is, formally, the story of the Late
Roman Empire. The long line of her rulers is a direct con-
tinuation of the series of Emperors which began with
Augustus; and it was by the same principle—consent of the
Roman Senate and People—which Augustus had proclaimed
when he ended the Republic that the Byzantine rulers
wielded their authority. Theoretically speaking, the ancient
and indivisible Roman Empire, mistress, and, after the
downfall of the Great King of Persia in 629, sole mistress of
the orbis terrarum^ continued to exist until the year 1453.
Rome herself, it was true, had been taken by the Visigoths
in 410; Romulus Augustulus, the last puppet Emperor in
the West, had been deposed by the barbarians in 476, and
the firmest constitutionalist of Byzantium must have acknow-
ledged, in the course of the centuries which followed, that
Roman dominion over the former provinces of Britain, Gaul,
Spain, and even Italy appeared to be no longer effective.
Visible confirmation of this view was added when a German
upstart of the name of Charles was actually, on Christmas
Day, a.d. 800, saluted as Roman Emperor in the West, But
there are higher things than facts; the Byzantine theory,
fanciful as it sounds, was accepted for many centuries by
friends and foes alike, and its influence in preserving the
very existence of the Empire is incalculable. Contact with
the West might become precarious; the old Latin speech,
once the official language of imperial government, might
disappear, and the Rhomaeans of the late Byzantine Empire
might seem to have little except the name in common with
their Roman predecessors. Liutprand of Cremona, in the
tenth century, could jeer at the pompous ceremonial and
ridiculous pretensions of the Byzantine Court; but the
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